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Heritage Hunt Interest Project 

Studio 2B Girl Scouts 

 

Heritage Hunt Skill Builders 

1.  Imagine you are a historian. Your task is to create a family history chart - a family tree - for yourself or 

someone you know well. Start by recording the full name, maiden name (for women), and dates and 

places of birth, marriage, and death of each person listed on the chart. Go back as many generations 

as you can. Begin by interviewing family members and family friends, and recording what they tell 

you. Find information in birth, baptismal, marriage, or death certificates, the family Bible, etc. When 

you have finished, make copies of your work, for interested family members and/or your local library, 

historical society, or genealogical society. 

2.  Develop an activity or project that brings families and friends together to celebrate their heritage and 

cultural diversity in a festive way. Encourage people to contribute and share something about 

themselves. People could bring prepared foods, music, artifacts, photos, etc. 

3.  Do two activities that young women of previous generations would have done as part of their everyday 

lives: 

• Bake bread and make butter. 

• Weave on a loom. 

• Gather natural fabric materials and dye them. 
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• Forage wild edibles with a naturalist or other trained person, and then prepare and eat what 

you gather. 

• Plant an herb garden. 

• Chop and split wood, square or hew a beam, or refinish a piece of wooden furniture. 

For ideas, investigate Pennsbury Manor! 

4.    Make a collection of pictures of old buildings in your community or local unit. Include single and multi-

family dwellings, religious buildings, work sites, barns and silos, and outbuildings such as 

springhouses, milk houses, root cellars, or bake ovens.  Choose one building and learn all you can 

about it - its architecture, its use, its former inhabitants. 

5.  Family traditions are often observed at special times in our lives such as birth, coming of age, 

marriage, or holidays. What family traditions do you observe? Find out which family traditions are no 

longer being observed. Are some of the family traditions observed differently now than in the past? 

Why? Select an upcoming family tradition that will be observed and see if you can coordinate or 

assist in the planning of the occasion. Or revive a tradition that was once observed but has since died 

out. 

6.  Search out information about your community's heritage. Who were the first people to live in your 

community, town, city, or county? When did various waves of settlers arrive? When was the unit 

incorporated? What have been the special events in its history (influential visitors, celebrations, 

buildings and memorials erected, highways completed, etc)? Using the answers you have found, 

make a time chart or display to illustrate your community's lifeline. 

Heritage Hunt Technology 

1.  Locate an old work site, such as a mill, factory, lumberyard, mining operation, blacksmith's shop, train 

depot, canal lock, wharf, fishery, farm or ranch. Find out all you can about how the work was carried out 

at that particular site by looking through old newspaper accounts in your local library or, if possible, talking 

to former owners or employees or their descendants. Find out about safety factors and working conditions 

such as the hours worked or lighting and ventilation inside a factory. 

2.  Compare the way records such as passports, birth and wedding certificates, and driver's licenses are 

produced today with how they were produced 50 years ago. 

3.  Make comparisons between the way people live today and 100 years ago. List the appliances and 

other household items in your home today that did not exist 100 years ago. Beside each item write its 
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historical counterpart: for example, refrigerator = ice box. Share with your group in a discussion or 

display. 

4.  How is computer technology useful in gathering historical and statistical information? What online 

services provide this? Put together a directory of resources and services available for historical research. 

Heritage Hunt Service Projects 

1.  Ask your family or older members of the community to tell you stories of their lives or stories they have 

heard told in their families.  Compile an oral (tape-recorded) history and/or a pictorial history of these 

stories and share it in some special way with family members and others, perhaps during an informal 

presentation at your local library. 

2.  Plan a project to increase community awareness and pride in your cultural heritage. Examples of such 

a project might be a neighborhood cookbook or song book, a block festival, or an exhibit at a fair or in a 

library or mall. Work with others in your community. 

3.  Volunteer a couple of hours a week for approximately one month in your local community at one of the 

following places: the historical preservation society, library, chamber of commerce, museum, 

archaeological society, bureau of vital statistics, city hall, archives, etc. 

4.  Identify several examples of literature that represent the cultural diversity in your community. Read 

selections to a group of younger Girl Scouts. 

Heritage Hunt Career Exploration 

1.  Choose a woman of the past whom you admire or find especially interesting and learn all you can 

about her. She can be one of your ancestors. Find out about her family, friends, hobbies, and work. Using 

your research, write a biography or make a scrapbook that represents her life.  

2.  Create a collage that represents five or six careers that women in your community have. Highlight the 

careers that were not open to women 100 years ago, 50 years ago, and 25 years ago. 

3.  Identify the various careers that are a legacy in your family: for example, firefighters, police officers, 

doctors, lawyers, and teachers. Find out as much as you can about why family members chose their 

professions. Who had an impact on their decisions? 

4.  Contact your local historical society and ask about services provided to the community. What kinds of 

jobs are available? What education and training are required for these positions? 
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5.  Find out about current adoption procedures in your state and how they have changed in the past three 

or four decades. Contact an adoption counselor, social worker, or other professionals in the field. 
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